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Club members have recently asked for more short midweek walks so on 10th 
November Carolyn Currie led a group of 9 members on a gentle 3 mile walk around 
an area behind the school in Overton for the first of these. Carolyn writes “After 
leaving our usual meeting point in Oakley we drove to the car park on Overton Hill 
and made our way to Overton school. Passing the school we joined a track known as 
Court Drove, an ancient drove road used for the movement of farm animals in days 
passed. Along this path we got to view today's modern farming, a field of solar panels 
but also arable fields as they might have looked in ancient times.  
 
Turning off the Drove we walked along a permissive pathway which gave us beautiful 
views of Overton and the North Wessex Downs, an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. We also saw a Red Kite circling over the hedge rows before diving down to 

catch its prey.  
 
 
We then turned up a 
pathway known as Jack 
Mills Lane, which is not a 
lane but a track with high 
hedge rows either side of 
Blackthorn, Elder, Bramble 
and Hawthorn which were 
full of hips and berries.  
 
 
 

 
The Harroway 

 
At the end of the track we joined a section of the Harroway. The leaves on the 
overhanging trees were changing to their autumn colours and where they had fallen 
made for crisp walking under foot.  
 
All too soon we found ourselves at a crossroads, where tall trees were clothed from 
top to bottom in Old Mans Beard, and made our way back along Court Drove. Along 
this path we met with a lone cyclist who recommended the Overton Coffee shop and 
at the end of the walk several members headed there for a light lunch.  
 
Previous rain had made parts of the walk a little muddy but the sun shining today 
made for a very pleasant autumn stroll.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On Sunday of 19th November I led ten club members, plus one dog, on a 6 mile walk 
around Thatcham and Greenham Common. Our starting point was the Nature 
Discovery Centre at Muddy Lane, Thatcham on a bright but cool morning, ideal for 
walking.  
Our route took us down the side of the lake at the centre, across the railway line and 

then followed a short 
length of the Kennet & 
Avon Canal before the 
crossing the swing bridge 
and heading south 
towards Greenham 
Common. After a steady 
ascent we crossed Burys 
Bank Road on to the 
common proper. This 
now a very popular area  
for walkers, runners and 
cyclists, a far cry from its 
use as a USAF base and 
its international fame in 
1982 when 30,000 
women formed a ring  

 Crossing the Swing bridge over the Kennet & Avon Canal                                                                                        

around the entire 6 miles of 
the base in protest at the 
stationing of cruise missiles 
there.  
The base was  
opened as parkland in 1997. 
We then followed the paths 
on the common, passing the 
old Control Tower and a 
number of ponds created 
from the removal of some of 
the base structures before 
crossing the Bury Bank road 
again and heading north.  
 
 
 

Greenham Common now 
 

 
We then passed the golf 
course and a little later 
Newbury Race Course. On 
reaching Bulls Lock on the 
Canal we took the path 
through the reed beds which 
were originally areas where 
peat was cut for fuel for 
many centuries.  
 
 

Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre Lake 



The Thatcham Reed Bed Nature Reserve now covers an area of 165 acres and is 
the habitat of the very rare Desmoulin’s whorl snail and the Cetti’s Warbler, we didn’t 
see either of them! In a short distance we arrived back at the lake and the Nature 
Discovery Centre café where we stopped for some refreshment before heading back 
to Oakley. 
 
 
 
 
   


