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"Walking with Jane"  
 

It was a beautiful sunny summer evening on 
Thursday 10th August when twelve 
members of Oakley Ramblers Club met up 
to enjoy a six and a half mile circular walk 
starting at Steventon church. Here we are 
grouped around one of the " Sitting with 
Jane" benches just outside the church 
where Jane Austin's father George Austen 
was rector.  
 
 
 

 
 
From there we walked down the lane past the site of the rectory where Jane was  
born and lived for the first twenty five years of her life.  
We paused to admire the beautiful lime tree planted in the garden by her brother  
James I.in1813.  We then continued to the village and through the Steventon railway 
tunnel then along the path to Ashe Park Copse which Jane referred to in one of her 
letters to a friend.   

At the point where the path joined  
the Wayfarers Way three of our  
roup turned right to complete a  
shorter walk back to Steventon  
Church whilst the remaining nine  
continued on to Deane. We crossed 
in front of Deane House and then  
through theparkland and a  
recently harvested wheat field.   
Here we are enjoying the views in  
the evening sunshine.   
 
 
 

 
We soon reached the village of Ashe and walked past Ashe Rectory, the home of  
Madame Lefroy. Jane was almost engaged to her nephew Tom Leftoy until his aunt  
intervened and sent him away to London because she felt Jane was not a good  
enough match for her nephew.   
We then crossed the Overton road and continued through Ashe Park and under the 
railway again to return to Steventon church. We reached our cars just as the light  
was fading and retired  to the Red Lion at Overton for a welcome drink after a very  
enjoyable two hour ramble.   
 



On Saturday 19th August Oakley Ramblers had a 6.5mile walk starting from Bentley. 
The walk leader Jim McCartan writes ”The walk took us firstly past Jenkyn's Vineyard 
and then Jenkyn Place.  The former, the maker of fine English wines and the latter 
was once the home of Harold Sanderson, Chairman of the White Star Shipping Line. 
 Indeed, it's said he was at home here when he heard of the sinking of the Titanic. 
 Across a few more fields and we came to Pax Hill House, the former home of the 
founder of the Scouts Movement, Robert Baden-Powell.  Onward and over two more 
fields and we were looking over Coldrey Farm, an ancient site with evidence 
of Roman occupation.   
 
Continuing up Hussey's lane we reached a high point with 360 degree views of the 
Hampshire countryside.  Returning via Montgomery's farm and Bury Court we arrived 
at the charming village church of St Mary's, where in 1824 Jane Austen's brother 
Henry, was the local curate.  After this it was a short walk through the village and, for 
those staying longer, a drink in the Star Inn.” 
 

 


