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July was a more active month for the club with three walks.  

On Sunday 9th July six members undertook a 5.5 mile walk lead by Sandy and 

Veronica Steele based on the delightful  village of Owslebury. Tucked away in the 

western reaches of the South Downs National Park, the local pub the “Ship Inn” 

proved an ideal starting point. The walk took us downhill with superb views toward 

Hensting Farm and its medieval barn.  Continuing through a waist high rapeseed 

field,  a change of direction  brought us on to a bridleway which we followed for some 

way  until it emerged  near the entrance to Marwell  Zoo.  After negotiating the throng 

of visitors, the walk followed the perimeter  fence for some way but only a few of the 

inmates were visible and at some distance ! Breaking away  from the zoo we soon 

passed  18th century Marwell  House, once home of Dorothea, Viscountess  Kelburn.  

Next was Marwell Farm House where the owners has obviously heard of 59 Shades 

of Grey as they had the front of the house 

daubed  in patches of different shades of grey 

paint, clearly choosing the next coating for the 

Farm!  Over some more styles (6 overall) and 

through a corn field we soon joined the 

Monarch’s Way, a 615 mile walking route 

based on the escape route taken by Charles 

the II after his defeat by Oliver Cromwell in the 

final battle of the Civil War at Worcester in 

1651. We turned off this path and headed for 

the Pilgrims Trail, following it through Austin’s 

Copse to Phillips Farm. Crossing a Lane we 

carried on over a few undulating fields back to 

the village via the graveyard of St Andrew’s 

Church which has stood on this site looking 

over the rolling countryside for over 700 years. 

After a walk through the village refreshments 

were then taken at the pub as we sat in the warm sunshine reflecting on the day we 

had just enjoyed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Tuesday July 18th saw an evening walk lead 
by Pauline Haynes and Julie Shawley and 
again six people, including one new to Oakley 
Ramblers, set off at 18.45pm from Oakley 
School car park. Weather was fine with a 
forecast of rain later and possible thunder.  
It was enjoyable walking through fields to 
Bull's Bushes. The skies darkened and there 
were a few spots of rain as we went along the 
Wayfarer's Walk up towards Oakley Park. 
This rapidly turned into a torrential downpour 
with rolls of thunder and flashes of lightning. 
As even those with guaranteed-waterproof 
hiking gear were drenched it was decided to 
cut short a planned detour. 
Six resilient ramblers arrived back at Oakley 
Schools’ car park around 20.15. 
 A memorable walk! 
 
 
 
On Sunday 29 July 9 intrepid ramblers ventured further afield and headed to Bosham 

near Chichester for an all-day 
walk led by Karen and Chris, 
though thanks go to Sandra 
for finding the walk. Bosham 
is said to be where King 
Canute tried to hold back the 
tide. It was also the home of 
the last English king, Harold 
Godwinson, before the battles 
of Stamford Bridge and 
Hastings and is mentioned on 
the Bayeux Tapestry. Luckily 
the tides were favourable and 
the walk began around 
Bosham Harbour and along 
side Bosham Channel without 
getting our feet wet.   

 
A short ferry trip across to West Itchenor and a short stop in the cafe and we were 
ready to continue alongside Chichester channel and past some very nice houses to 
reach Chichester Marina for a picnic lunch in the sunshine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A woodland walk then led into 
fields where we had views of 
Chichester cathedral and 
Goodwood before reaching 
Fishbourne, of roman palace 
fame. Fishbourne Palace was 
bigger in area than 
Buckingham Palace. A walk 
through the reed beds led us 
once again alongside 
Chichester channel before 
turning away from the shore to 
gently ramble through the 
fields to reach Bosham where 
we had to take the high path 
round the harbour as the 

incoming tide was across the road we had walked earlier in the day. After completing 
the ten and a half mile walk we felt we had earned an ice cream and cup of tea 
before heading home. 
 
 

 

Our Future Walks  

 

27th August 2017 – Sunday morning – Leaders – TBA 

7th September 2017 – Thursday evening – Leaders – Sandra & Steve (01256 

780757) 

16th September 2017 – Saturday morning – Leaders – Jonathan & Enid Rouse 

(01256 781649) 

All walks will depart from the School Lay-by in Oakley Lane, unless notified otherwise  

Morning walks meet at 9:50am for 10 am start. 

Evening walks meet at 6.40pm for a 6.45pm start.  

From time to time members may lead other walks, details of which will be given on 

our website. 

If you would like further information for a particular walk please contact the Walk 

Leader or check on: 

http://oakleyramblers.org/ 

Roy Yeoman 

http://oakleyramblers.org/

