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Details of our walk on 4th June were reported in the last edition of Link so I have just 

the one other walk to cover for June. This was led by myself and was centred on 

Alresford where we met up at the Arlebury Park car park in the town as the starting 

point on 25th June 2017. Fourteen other ramblers joined me as we followed the path 

across the playing fields 

to join the Arle Valley 

Trail which follows the 

River Arle. 

As we joined the riverside 

path our route took us 

past the picturesque 

Fulling Mill, built in 

the13th Century, and 

originally used to work 

raw cloth into useable 

material by use of water 

driven hammers.  

 

This stretch of the river is probably the best area to see the wildlife and plant life. 

 Continuing on we past 

by the Eel House, 

originally built in 1850 

and more recently 

restored, where the eels 

were trapped on 

moonless nights as they 

took their once in a 

lifetime migration to 

breed. We then left the 

river and joined the 

Wayfarers Way as we 

climbed up the hill in the 

direction of Abbotstone 

before turning north-east past Fobdown Farm and then south-east back towards Old 

Alresford. After crossing the B3046 we stopped to view the small St Mary’s Church. 

The present flint and brick building was constructed in the 18th Century but the 

church is recorded in the Doomsday census and other evidence suggests it has been 

a place of worship since the 9th Century. The Mothers Union, now a worldwide 

organisation, was founded by Mary the wife of Revd George Sumner who came to 

the church in 1850.  



Following the road we walked back into Alresford to re-join the Arle Valley Trail 

before stopping at Tiffins Tea Rooms for an enjoyable and light Lunch to complete 

our ramble of just under six miles. 

 

Our Future Walks  

30th July 2017 – Sunday all-day walk – Leaders: Sandra & Karen (01256 780757 and 

780466) 

10th August 2017 – Thursday evening – Leaders – TBA 

27th August 2017 – Sunday morning – Leaders – TBA 

7th September 2017 – Thursday evening – Leaders – Sandra & Steve (01256 

780757) 

16th September 2017 – Saturday morning – Leaders – Jonathan & Enid Rouse 

(01256 781649) 

All walks will depart from the School Lay-by in Oakley Lane, unless notified otherwise  

Morning walks meet at 9:50am for 10 am start. 

Evening walks meet at 6.40pm for a 6.45pm start.  

From time to time members may lead other walks, details of which will be given on 

our website. 

If you would like further information for a particular walk please contact the Walk 

Leader or check on: 

http://oakleyramblers.org/ 

Roy Yeoman 
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