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On St George's day 12 ramblers were lucky enough to walk 7.5 miles in glorious 

sunshine.  We set off on a circular route from 
the picturesque Hampshire village of 
Broughton.  Heading over the fields we got 
some great views of the surrounding 
countryside before entering the historic village 
of Houghton.  On leaving the village we 
crossed over the river Test and its tributaries, 
with terrific views along the river, before we 
reached the disused Sprat and Winkle 
railway line.  The route continued alongside the 
river, passing Horsebridge station, now a 
wedding venue, before heading back across 
the Test, with glimpsed views of Bossington  

River Test 
 

Hall, before reaching the pretty 
church of St James.  
 
 
 
                                                                Horsebridge Station (now a Wedding Venue) 

 
Heading back uphill to Broughton we had splendid views across the Hampshire 
countryside and could see the Danebury Iron Age Hillfort in the distance.   The walk 
lent itself to a multitude of photographic opportunities.  As well as the splendid views, 
we were lucky enough to see nesting swans, a newly born foal, piglets, 2 fine 
specimens of Jacob sheep, as well as a very unusual species of lamb, to name but a 
few.   
 
Oakley Ramblers participated in the Oakley Sports Weekend and were joined by 6 

most welcome non-members.   Two walks were organised and both started together. 

The shorter route was a 4.3 mile walk, no doubt familiar to many Oakley residents.  

The route took us behind the Manor House to Deane and returned in front of Oakley 

Hall, passing St Leonards church, and finishing back at the school.  The longer walk 

of 8 miles took a less familiar route, continuing from Deane, over fields to the North of 

Malshanger Hall, returning through the Malshanger estate to Oakley and footpaths 

back to the school.  We were lucky with the weather and the walk was enjoyable and 

informative, with some lesser known facts about the area being bandied about from 

several of our walkers. 



 

Our Future Walks  

4th June 2017 – Sunday morning walk – Leaders: Pauline & Peter (01256 781011) 

25th June 2017 – Sunday morning walk – Leader: Roy (01256 782731) 

9th July 2017 – Sunday morning walk – Leaders: Veronica & Sandy (01256 780849) 

18th July 2017 – Tuesday evening walk – Leaders: Pauline & Irene 

30th July 2017 – Sunday all-day walk – Leaders : Sandra & Karen (01256 780757 

and 780466) 

 

All walks will depart from the School Lay-by in Oakley Lane, unless notified otherwise  

Morning walks meet at 9:50am for 10 am start. 

Evening walks meet at 6.40pm for a 6.45pm start.  

From time to time members may lead other walks, details of which will be given on 

our website. 

If you would like further information for a particular walk please contact the Walk 

Leader or check on: 

http://oakleyramblers.org/ 

Roy Yeoman 

http://oakleyramblers.org/

